THE DAILY TASK
was admitted in the matter of spoons ; all other utensils and vessels were of marble, wood, or earthenware. Augustine would have us think that he suffered from a besetting tendency to excess at table, Bayle, of course, has pleasantly enlarged on the phrase In the Confessions (x. ji), in which he makes the admission ; but Bayle is entirely wrong in applying it to drink (which Augustine expressly excludes), and it is questionable whether the * confession' should be taken seriously at all. Augustine was not the vigorous and robust individual the passage would suggest. lie was slight of build and short of stature, and always ailing. lie has frequently to absent himself from Hippo—much to the concern of the numerous grumblers in his congregation- on account of his health. We have heard him complain of serious lung disorder at Milan. Later he tells that he cannot endure the cold ; and in another letter he complains of hemorrhoids. He must have been a man of intensely nervous and sympathetic temperament. Frequently he seems only to gather strength when he has begun his sermon or other task. With such a constitution, worn down still more by frequent fasts and incessant toil, Augustine is hardly likely